
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
ADMISSIONS 

 
Admissions for International Graduate Applicants: 
http://www.nmsu.edu/~ip/ISSS/ForeignAdmissions.html 
 
 

1. What are the requirements to be a graduate student? 
To gain admission, a student must hold a Bachelor’s degree or other advanced degree from an 
accredited institution. For those seeking a Master’s degree, a GPA of 3.0 is required for admission 
as a regular student. Students whose GPA is between 2.5 and 2.9 can apply as a provisional 
student. All students applying for Doctoral degrees must have at least a 3.0 GPA. 
 
 

2. How do I apply? 
If you are a domestic student, simply fill out an application and return it to the Graduate School 
with the $30 non-refundable application fee and official transcripts from each institution you have 
attended. You can download and print the paper application here: 
http://www.gradschool.nmsu.edu/app.pdf  
Or you can apply online here: 
https://banner-ss-p.nmsu.edu:9012/pls/PBAN/bwskalog.P_DispLoginNon  
 
If you are an International student, you need to apply through International Programs, which can 
be done at this link: http://www.nmsu.edu/~ip/ISSS/ForeignAdmissions.html  
 
 

3. Are there any application deadlines? 
The Graduate School does not have a set deadline; however, we recommend that you apply at least 
30 days prior to the start of the semester. Also be aware that many departments DO have 
deadlines, and in this case make sure you then submit your application to the Graduate School at 
least 30 days before the departmental deadline. Departmental guidelines for applying can be found 
here: 
http://gradschool.nmsu.edu/admit-req.htm  
 
 

4. It is getting close to a deadline and I don’t have all of my transcripts yet, can I still apply? 
Yes, we can process your application and send it to the department for their consideration as long 
as we have the transcripts from the school where you received your degree. Your status will then 
be tentative, and you have a full semester to get those remaining transcripts to our office. 
 
 

5. I want to apply, but my degree is not posted on my transcript yet, what do I do? 
Submit your application. As long as you are in your last semester at your current institution, you 
can be admitted as a tentative student. Once your degree is posted, you will have a full semester to 
get a new transcript to our office. 
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6. Once I have submitted everything to the Graduate School, am I admitted? 
If you are applying to be an undeclared student, yes, we will admit you if you meet the 
requirements for admission. For students who are applying for a specific program and department, 
we send your application and other materials to the department and they make the decision 
whether to admit you to their program. You may need to submit additional materials to the 
department, so please make sure to check those departmental requirements: 
http://www.gradschool.nmsu.edu/admit-req.htm  
 
 

7. How soon will I be notified as to whether I have been admitted or not? 
We notify students by mail as soon as the department gives us their decision. However, some 
departments only meet once a semester to make their selections, while others have a “rolling” 
admissions process, so they make their decisions as applications come to their department. Please 
contact either the Graduate School at (505) 646-2736 or the department you are applying to for a 
better idea of when you can expect to hear about your admission decision. 
 
 

8. I was denied admission, what do I do now? 
• If you were denied admission by the Graduate School because of your GPA, we 

recommend that you apply through the main admissions office as a non-degree seeking 
student. You can take 9 or more hours of graduate coursework and if you successfully 
complete these classes with a GPA of 3.0 or higher, you can reapply to the Graduate 
School. Note: only 9 credits can be transferred. 

• If you were denied by an academic department, even though your GPA is acceptable, you 
can contact the department directly and ask what their decision was based upon. Also, 
since you still meet the basic requirements to be a graduate student, you may apply to 
another department after filling out a new application and paying the application fee. 

 
 

9. I have decided to withdraw my application; do I get my application fee back? 
No, the application fee is non-refundable. 
 
 

10. I am not doing well in my current program; can I change to another? 
Yes, simply stop by our office in the Educational Services Building and ask to fill out a Change of 
Status Request form. We will then send your file out to the new department for their 
consideration. You can also fill out this form on our website: http://gradschool.nmsu.edu/forms-
index.html.  
 
 

11. I have decided to double major, what do I need to do? 
Stop by our office in the Educational Services Building and ask to fill out a Change of Status 
Request form. We will then send your file out to the new department for their consideration. You 
can also fill out this form on our website: http://gradschool.nmsu.edu/forms-index.html.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gradschool.nmsu.edu/admit-req.htm
http://gradschool.nmsu.edu/forms-index.html
http://gradschool.nmsu.edu/forms-index.html
http://gradschool.nmsu.edu/forms-index.html


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12. Can I pursue both an undergraduate and graduate degree at the same time? 
No, you must be either a graduate student or an undergraduate student. You cannot have dual 
status unless you are in an approved Joint Degree Program. See the Graduate Catalog for more 
information. 
http://www.gradschool.nmsu.edu/gradcat.html  
 
 

13. I’m a senior at NMSU and I plan to pursue a graduate degree; can I start taking graduate 
classes? 
Yes, an undergraduate student may take up to 6 credits of graduate-level courses for credit towards 
a graduate degree. The following outlines the requirements and restrictions: 

• You must be in the last 15 credit hours of receiving a Bachelor’s degree 
• You must be completing all requirements for graduation.  
• You must have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher, or a 3.0 GPA for the last 45 credits you 

have completed. 
• You need to file a Senior Petitioner form with the Graduate School at least 30 days prior to 

registration. 
• You need to file a Senior Petitioner Course Form for each course by the deadline to add 

courses for that semester, and obtain approval from your undergraduate advisor and the 
graduate instructor(s). 

• You then need to register for graduate level course(s) at the Graduate School. 
Please refer to the Graduate Catalog for details (ignore requirements about admission to the 
Graduate School, as this information supersedes the Catalog). 
http://www.gradschool.nmsu.edu/gradcat.html  

 
 

14. I am a graduate student at another university, and I would like to take a few classes at 
NMSU and transfer them back to my home university.  Can I do this? 
Yes, you would be considered a Visiting Student at NMSU.  First, you must apply to the NMSU 
Graduate School and pay the application fee at least 30 days prior to registration. You can 
download and print the paper application here: 
http://www.gradschool.nmsu.edu/app.pdf  
Or you can apply online here: 
https://banner-ss-p.nmsu.edu:9012/pls/PBAN/bwskalog.P_DispLoginNon  
You must also have a letter sent from your home university’s graduate dean indicating that you are 
admitted to that institution, are in good standing, and that the courses taken at New Mexico State 
University are acceptable for transfer to your home university. You will not be required to submit 
transcripts; however, the department must also agree to admit you. Please note that the department 
may require other materials to be submitted before admitting a visiting student. You will not be 
eligible for undeclared status, so you must apply to a specific department. Visiting Students are 
also not eligible or for graduate assistantships. 
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